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In recent years, the lowly

shed has become much more
than just a place to store

. See how the right
amamh can make a shed
" -looklng (a.nd

By Wyatt Meyers




omfortable. Cozy.

Inviting. These are

hardly the words
that come to mind when you
think about a shed. Quite the
contrary, the typical image is
a dark, dingy, steel- or vinyl-
sided building that's jam-
packed with all the tools,
equipment and supplies that
were deemed unworthy of
the garage.

But a handful of new com-
panies are offering buildings,
materials and project plans
that will turn your notion of
what a shed should be on its
ear. Not only are these sheds
built for much more than stor-
age, but some are so nice that
they've transformed a shed
from a place you avoid enter-
ing into a building where you
could spend countless hours.

Of course, a shed that's

this nice on the inside has to
have an exterior to match, and
these new sheds also deliver
on that count. Most are
trimmed with solid wood,
rather than steel or vinyl, and
many are custom-built to
match the look and feel of the
home itself.

You may be thinking,
“Sounds great, but it also
sounds pricey.” The good
news is, these sheds are much
more reasonably priced than
you might expect. Read on to
find out everything you need
to know about the new breed
of sheds.

Meet the New Shed

According to Pete Charest,
owner of Better Barns in
Bethlehem, Connecticut, the
new shed can be so much
more than those cobweb-filled
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More than just a place to stash your gardening tools, the new
shed functions as a sort of garden center--in other words, it’s the
headguarters for your faverite hobby. Make it the kind of place
you want fo go by investing in storage systems that will keep
your tools neat and organized.

www.loghomeliving.com

At Fire Mountain Forge, you’ll find unique, hand-fashioned lighting
solutions that bring elegance to every room they grace. To please our

customers we concentrate on staying a step ahead, anticipating any special

circumstances that may arise. Qur staff is well-trained and can advise you

you may have. For more information, please call 406-222-9732 or visit our

website at www.firemountainforge.com
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to your property is going
to require some important
considerations.

Start by determining
the size of shed you need,
Pete says. “Whatever size
you think you need, get a
shed that’s about 50 per-
centbigger than that. You'll
always end up needing
more room.” To get a sense
of your spacé needs, stack
everything you plan to
store in the middle of your
garage to see how much
space it will actually occu-
py. “It will take up more
room than you think,” Pete
observes.

*Save energy

*Pine T & G,T1-11 or drywall panels.
*Gable ends and dormer panels
*4x8 up to 8x24

The Great Lakes Log Crafters
Association

The Great Lakes Log Crafters Association
(GLLCA) is an organization of professicnal log
builders and others interested in the art of hand-
crafting log structures. The GLLCA was created
as a forum where ideas, new methods, new tools
and materials, and enthusiasm could be exchanged
and efforts could be made to educate the public
and promote the craft of log building in the
region. We are dedicated to encouraging the high-
est standards of construction in our work.

“Promoting excellence in the
handcrafted tradition.”

GLLCA log builders craft unique homes in a
variety of styles to meet needs of individual
customers.

You can find more information and dates
for our upcoming conference
on the GLLCA website at
www.gllca.org
or call (651) 464-6506
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No longer just for storage, sheds are the perfect quiet
space for a home office or studio, away from the hustie
and bustie of your house. -

chambers of the past.
“More than ever before,
we're building sheds as
separate living spaces,” he
says. “A lot more people
are working at home, and
they need a quiet place to
work and be away from
the house, whether it’s as
a home office, an artist’s
studio or a writer’s work-
shop.”

Of course, Pete ad-
mits, a number of his cus-
tomers still want a shed
that fulfills its original
purpose: simple storage.
But even on that end,
sheds are changing. “Most
of the sheds we build now
are a lot bigger than they

were 25 years ago,” he
says. “Peoplejust have a lot
more stuff.” The most
common sheds that Pete
builds are either 12 by 16
feet or 12 by 20 feet.
According to Pete,
this trend toward larger
(and hence more visible)
sheds has led to another
trend as well. “Most of
my customers are very in-
terested in a classic, tradi-
tional look that matches
their home,” he says.
“They don’t want their
shed to be an eyesore.”

Before You Start
Regardless of its size, any
separate building you add

" Better Barns phu{c i

“More than
ever before,
we're build-
ing sheds as

separate

living spaces”

The other considera-
tion before you start
putting up a shed comes
in the form of red tape:
building codes, permits
and zoning regulations.
The best approach here,
Pete advises, is to get your
blueprint in front of local
officials and make sure
you're doing everything
by the book. “Most mu-
nicipalities have a number
of rules, such as setbacks,
wetland restrictions, dis-
tance from the septic sys-
tem and historic district
regulations, that you'll

www.loghomeliving.com



A shed with a front porch?
Sure! If your shed will func-
ticn as a living space, treat it
like an extension of your
home, paying attention o
architectural features and
interior decorn.

need to make sure you're in
line with,” Pete says. “It’s
usually not a big deal, but it’s
best to take care of this first to
prevent any problems down
the road.” 1

Outfit i Right

If the idea of a shed as a sepa-
rate living space (studio, home
office, woodworking shop)
sounds intriguing, keep in
mind t’m approach brings
a host of other complications
ith if, namely outfitfing the
1o with plumbing, elec-

tricity, heating and cooling.
When it comes to adding
modern amenities to a sepa-
rate building, Pete has a simple
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Northem white Cedar is msgr.t ami ﬁeoay«resistant and our s\rstem fnr keepi -homes air— and water-t:ght is

CEDAR LOG HOMES
Our past. Your future.
PO.Box 72-L75 » Houlton, Maine 0470

PUT WARD‘S EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR vou
CALL ‘1«3%—3&’& A5 56 OR VISIT WWW. wanncsmnwcﬂamss.com
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INCINOLET

ELECTRIC INCINERATING TOILETS

Enjoy the
convenience,
cleanliness of

INCINOLET in
your cabin, home,
dock, or boat.

! i
INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean*
ash, only electricity needed.

120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET - stainless steel, American
made for years of safisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world.
Tested, listed by UL
NSF

Call 1-800-527-5551

www.incinolef.com

RESEARCH PRODUCTS
2639 Andjon » Dallas, TX 75220

Carbide and steel wheel
shaping discs

™
L0 TO-CLIP INC.
N

81 East 1850 North
Logan, Utah 84341

1-800-843-3912
1-435-752-0968

http://www.rotoclipinc.com
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H vou're concerned about your shed maiching your home, using logs is one way to go—
but it’s not the only way. Betler Barns’ Pete Charest recommends sheds with cedar sid-
ing as a way to complement the look of your log home.

rule of thumb: “Avoid
plumbing if you can,” he
says. “Adding electricity
is relatively easy and in-
expensive, but plumbing
can be trouble. If you want
to add a bathroom, that
can require installing a
whole new septic system.”
The bottom line? If you
can handle making the
trek to the house a few
times a day to use the
bathroom, it can save you
thousands.

Do-it-Yourself Sheds

If four grand still sound like a lot for

a shed, there's always the DIY route,
which will immediately cut your cosis by
50 percent. But before you undertake
such a project, Pete Charest of Betier

As far as heating and
cooling go, electricis obvi-
ously the easiest choice,
but gas isn't out of the
question. Pete says the eas-
iest option is to outfit the
shed with a small propane
tank to fuel a gas fireplace
or stove.

A Touch of Home

If your shed truly will be
an extension of your home,
whether for storage or
for a workspace, then it

should look like yor
home. The good news fi
log-home owners is th
you don't have to tack ¢
the added expense of
whole new log-built stru
ture to get this look. Bett
Barns has a number
plans for conventional
built sheds that compl
ment a log home. (For ot
er shed sources, check o
our mini guide on the ne
page.) “The key is ced
siding,” Pete says. “Th

birdhouse, you may want to consider hir-
ing a pro. But don’t be intimidated—build-

Barns has a few words of wisdom:

Pick Your Spot Wisely. Once you start
building in a certain area, you're stuck, so
take some time to plot it out right. And
also remember that you'll need to get con-

ing a shed doesn’t require an encyclope-
dic knowledge of construction. “As long as.
you have some experience making things
level, straight and square, you should be
fine,” Pete says.

Invest Some Time. Your shed won't go

struction materials into the area easily, so

don’t make it too remote.

Gain Some Experience. If your
biggest eonstruction accomplishment is a

up overnight, especially if you want to add
detalls and features to match your home.
Be prepared to make it a summer project.
rather than a weekend project.

Get Some Help. Just as you can't do &
quickly, you also can't do it alone.

Installing walls and a roof takes an extra
set of hands.

www.loghomelvimzs




Shed Sources

Arrow Sheds
800-851-1085
arrowsheds.com

Better Barns
888-266-1960
betterbarns.com

Cabana Village
B00-959-3808
cabanavillage.com

Capitol Sheds
8888289743
capitolsheds.com

CedarShed industries
800-830-8033
cedarshed.com

Shed City USA
S00-987-4337
shedcltyusa.com

Spirit Elements
200-511-1440
spirfteiements.com

Summerwood Products
866-519-4634
summierwoad.com

will give the shed a natural
look that will match a log
home quite nicely.”

In addition to siding, there
are other small details, such as
shingles, shutters, trim color,
gable extensions and hard-
ware, that you can add to your
shed to make it look even more
like an extension of your home.

The Right Price

The best feature of the new
shed, however, is that even
with all these amenities, it
won't have you reeling from
sticker shock. Better Barns’
sheds range in price from
$4,000 for a 10 by 12 foot shed
installed to $10,000 for 12 by 20
feet. “A log home is a unique
structure,” Pete points out.
“And considering it’s a building
you're going to have for a long
time, it'’s worth the money to
have something that will com-
plement your home.” &

Rapid River Rustic photo by James Ray Spahn
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Custom Design

Quality Materials
Fine Craftsmanship

www pos andbeam.com 800-992-0121

PLAN BCOK ONLINE, FREE DOWNLOAD « 75 PAGE COLOR PLAN BOOK - $12.

Designing and Manufaciuring Post & Beam Homes,
Additions and Specialiy Buildings Since 1972

uz “RW T N

bt L 2iems. POST & BEAM®

S. Deerfield, MA01373 SHIPPING NATIONWIDE
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